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Dominican Republic
December 26th, 2017- January 4th, 2018
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Welcome to Courts for Kids. Most likely, this is your first trip with our organization and we are confi-
dent that this trip will impact you in ways you cannot even imagine. We work closely with our in-
country partner to make sure your basic needs are met, so we can all focus on the task at hand, cre-
ating a multi-purpose sports court with the initiative, help and support of the community.

A sports court is a great project because it requires the help of many community members, provides
plenty of work for everyone, and becomes an asset that provides not only safe places for children to
play, but also various other benefits. The hard work of our team will be a great bridge between us and
the community and we will develop a mutual respect that will help provide inroads into a rich cross-
cultural experience and first-hand insight into a developing world community.

We are looking for great cultural ambassadors, so please only sign up for this trip if you are willing to
step outside of your comfort zone. You will need to work hard, you will be eating different foods,
sleeping and bathing in less comfortable environments. But, as they say, if you want to live like you're
in America, why leave!

Most importantly, we ask that you enter into this with a great sense of humility. We want you to be
eager to learn and grow in this process as we are entering into a different culture with different values
and norms. We want you be quick to listen and slow to speak.

We will not be giving you a detailed itinerary as things are very prone to change with this sort of con-
struction project. But your time will be spent working on the court, taking part in various cultural ac-
tivities and doing a camp on the court when it is all finished.

Please look through this informational packet and feel free to contact Selene with any questions you
may have.

If you choose to go, | can almost guarantee you will look back on this trip as a life-changing experience.
You will grow so much in a week it will make you wish you could stay for longer. In fact, you will prob-
ably say this was the best week of your year.

Hope you can come!

Derek Nesland
President
Courts for Kids



Site Details

Orphanage of Fundacion Red de Misericordia is located just outside the second largest city, Santiago, in the Dominican Repub-
lic. It's home to near 100 kids from infants to teenagers who have been the victims of sexual abuse, domestic violence, or hu-
man trafficking. All children study at a nearby public school and live at the orphanage, which fully supports the physical, so-
cial, and emotional needs of the children, in addition to the religious studies which promote positive development for reintegra-
tion into society.

Red Misericordia began to form loosely organized sports activities, even without a court to play on, and where inspired to ap-
ply for a court project after seeing the positive impacts the sports have had on the children. With noticeable improvements in
the discipline, positive communication, and teamwork skills, they have seen how sports enhance the lives of the children and
hope to continue investing in further recreational activities for them.
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For the past few years they have wanted to build a court
of their own, but have been financially unable by them-
selves. This year Courts for Kids is partnering with Red
de Misericordia this winter to make this dream become a
reality for the children there.

By signing up for this trip you will help fund the court
and then join the children from the orphanage on winter
break to build the court alongside them. Courts for Kids
will fully coordinate all logistical aspects of the trip for
your group including flights, lodging, transportation, food, and ac-
tivities. On the trip your group will travel to the orphanage where
we will stay, work, and play with the kids as we help build a court
for basketball and volleyball. During the entire trip we will be fully
immersed in the Dominican culture, eating authentic food, learning and experiencing true Dominican way of life. We will also
have the opportunity to see some of the natural beauty that this part of the country has to offer.

he children in th
an c

get athletic


http://redmisericordia.org/en/

Trip Costs

Total trip cost per person=$ 2 , 200
(Award miles can not be wused)
Deadline to sign up is June 10t h.

Spots are reserved to the first 20 participant :

The price includes airfare, food, lodging, all transportation, travel insurance, court and equipment
costs, chaperone costs, and special activities. It does not include- passport, immunizations, food at
airports and spending money for things like souvenirs.

*Al'l donations (a pay-mehundsbéedio nraatiisoen/)d oanraet en or
above amount, you can choose to apply the exce:
construction costs, sports equipment, toward tl
for Kids in general You wi || not be eligibl e

Flight Itinerary

Flight Itinerary

Date Fl. # Airport Dep. Airport Arrival
12/26 UA2417 Portland 9:55 pm Newark 6:04 am on the 27th
12/27 UA1624 Newark 9:00 am Santiago 1:45 pm

1/4 UA1625 Santiago 2:50 pm Newark 5:50 pm

1/4  UA1551 Newark 7:00 pm Portland 10:06 pm

*Flights are subject to change

You are eligible for frequent flyer miles on United Airlines. To enroll go to www.united.com
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Trip Checklist

. Passport- Make sure you have a passport that will not expire before July 4th, 2018. If you need a
assport, go to the nearest post office for assistance. In order to avoid the headache and stress, make

sure you get your passport on time, do it ASAP.
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.P ay meHiltost the sign-up form and turn in your n o-n e f u nddpasi df $£00 ASAP to re-

serve your spot (check payable to Courts for Kids). The deposit will go towards the total cost.

Amounts Due:
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Turn in your deposit of $200 by June 10th, 2017
Turn in the first amount of $600 by July 20, 2017
Turn in the second amount of $700 by September 20, 2017
Turn in the final amount of $700 by November 20, 2017
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. Vaccinations- The recommended vaccinations for travel to the Dominican Republic according to

the Center for Disease Control are the following (keep in mind these are recommended, not required.

Check with your local doctor and make the decision best for you):

a. Hepatitis A

b. Hepatitis B

c. Typhoid

d. Malaria pills

e. Routine (DPT, MMR, Polio)

*The passport and i mmunization costs wil/l be your own
can use the surplus to apply to these extra expenses.

Additional Info

fTeam meetings- There will be at least two ma n d arheeétingyprior to the trip. More specifics will

be emailed at a later time. Parent Informational Meeting willbeonMay 25t h at 6: 30
etta Lacks HS in room 306.

Social Guidelines— Each participant will agree to abide by Courts for Kids behavioral policy which
includes: 1. No drugs/alcohol, 2. No inappropriate relationships, 3. No violent behavior.

Courts for Kids Representative— A representative from Courts for Kids will meet the team in the
DR and facilitate trip logistics.

Adults— All adults on Courts for Kids trips with minors present will be subject to a criminal and sex
offender background check and required to sign and abide by the rules established in our Child Protec-
tion Policy.

Questions/concerns— Please do not hesitate to contact Selene with any questions regarding the
trip. Contact information is found on the cover page.



Deadline to sign up iIs June

To ensure your spotonourDo mi ni ¢c an Re p u bthipiwth Clatk Gouney HiglBSeheods kplease return
this form with a $200 non-refundable deposit made out to Courts for Kids that will go towards your trip costs to:
Courts for Kids
Attn: Selene Nesland
PO Box 873786
Vancouver, WA 98687
360-909-0684
selene@courtsforkids.org

Name (IMPORTANT... spelling must match your passport/birth certificate including middle name(s))

Email

Secondary Email (Parent’s if a minor)

Phone

Address

City State Zip
Date of Birth High School and grade

Emergency Contact Name

Emergency Contact Number

By signing below, I understand that in order to participate on this trip, the following are requirements:
-Submitting trip payments by due dates, securing passport and necessary immunizations.

-Signing a release of liability form prior to trip (To view the verbiage of the form, please contact Courts for Kids).
-Attend ma n d apreetripyraining(s).

Also adults 18 years or older will be subject to a criminal and sex offender background check.

Signature of participant

Signature of parent -------------




Fundraising Help

Support Letters— Best proven method

Come up with a list of friends and family members who might support you on this trip. Don’t rule people
out too quickly. You will be very surprised at who will support you. Get their addresses.

1 Type up a support letter for people to make a tax-deductible donation on your behalf (use the sample on
the next page for an idea).

1 Send the letter, pledge card, and a return-addressed envelope to your house to everyone on your list.

IMPORTANT- Get this letter out ASAP to make sure you get your support raised in time.
1 Make sure people give you checks made out to Courts for Kids. When you receive a check make sure and
mail 0 2 dh&check and the pledge card to Courts for Kids.

When you have checks to turn in, send them to the address below. If the donors included
their email address, please send that so we can save printing and mailing costs.

Make sure you send a thank you letter to all your sponsors.

Online Appeal

1 Send an email or Facebook appeal to friends and family members.

f Direct people to our webpage— www.courtsforkids.org/donate.html. Click on ‘Donate to a North American
Volunteer,’ then select your project on the list. To designate the funds, have them write your name in the
comments box. (Special note: Letter by mail, with a return envelope, have proven to be more effective than
online asks; but it would be good to do both).

Other ideas

If applicable, schedule a meeting to see if your home church, service club, or other organization will sponsor
you.

Pursue grant opportunities at local businesses. Some grocery stores regularly give grants

Ask people for donations you can sell in a garage sale or on e-bay.

Make a craft, shirt, or food item that you can sell.

Do a Bunko night, movie night, poker party or some other fun event and sell tickets.

Be creative, go online— there are many fundraising ideas out there.
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Courts for Kids : PO Box 873786, Vancouver, WA 98687: 360-909-0684: selene@courtsforkids.org: www.courtsforkids.org


http://www.courtsforkids.org/donate.html

I' T I'S BEST TO REWRI TE THI' S LETTER ADDI NG YOU

| T A PERSONAL TOUCH. USE THE FOLLOWI NG AS A
Today's Date

Dear (personalize it by adding their name here),

I am excited to share with you about an upcoming service project in
{ 1 ns er tthisaupcaming {rnyo}n t h theofigh Courts for Kids. I need to raise
{ amount n e emorde to participatéso [am gsking friends and family members to
consider helping out with a tax-deductible contribution.

We will travelto{ I n s e r t andomake sutwaywtol{ I nsert a coupl e ser
community i nformati on fr om THiskkommuaitydpgiedtoet ai | s p
Courts for Kids for assistance in building a multi-use athletic court, which is where I come in. I
want to help make this vision a reality for the community but need some help. I am raising
money not only for travel costs but also for construction materials, as well.

Our primary project will be to build this court, but we will also take part in other service
and cultural learning activities as well. Our primary purpose for going is to serve the local
community, but also to grow and learn as we get out of our comfort zone. We will be staying in
relatively primitive conditions within the community and will be eating the local food the entire
time. This is definitely not a touristy trip, but I am excited for the change I am sure will happen
in my life and the impact we can have.

{I'f you have the space, enter a personal stor

Would you consider supporting me as well as the local community in this project? |
needtoraise{ a mo unt n e efarthigtriptobe possible.sIfydu are interested, please
make a checkouttoCo ur t s dndraturnkt in thsenclosed envelope. Could you please
return this envelope as soon as possible in order to make sure I hand everything in with enough
time to spare? You donationist adke d u cdnd 1b0 Oa¥fowhat you give will go directly to
this trip.

Sincerely,

{Your signature and name)



o Yes, I would like to support on the Name

Courts for Kids Winter break DR project in the amount of: Address

$500
%%88 O Please check this circle and write C'ity State
$50 your email to the right if you want Zip Code
your donation receipt e-mailed to Phonp Number

$25 you to help us save costs and re- Email
other amount sources.

Please make yourt adke d t s

K'i dasd,return using the return-addressed envelope as soon

as possible. c@urts fgr
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Courts for Kids
PO Box 873786
Vancouver, WA 98687
www.courtsforkids.org
(360) 909-0684
selene@-courtsforkids.org



