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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /ƻǳǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎΦ  aƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŬπ
ŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴ-
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŎǊŜπ
ŀǝƴƎ ŀ Ƴǳƭǝ-ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜΣ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ    
 
! ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ 
ǇƭŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŬǊǎǘ-ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ   
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜŀǝƴƎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻƻŘǎΣ 
ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ  .ǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǿƘȅ ƭŜŀǾŜΗ 
 
aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊƳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ 
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛǝƴŜǊŀǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴπ
ǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎπ
ǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀƳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ŜƭŜƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜΦ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ L Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōπ
ŀōƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 
IƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜΗ 
 
 
 
 
5ŜǊŜƪ bŜǎƭŀƴŘ   

 tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
 /ƻǳǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎ 



{ƛǘŜ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ 

Declared a municipality of the providence of San Juan in 2006, La Jagua is an extensive rural community located 35 
kilometers north of the capital municipality of San Juan de la Maguana. There are 4,645 residents with 1,700 being 
18 years or older. There are about 5 schools and 9 churches in the community. La Jagua occupies 70 square kilome-
ters and is compromised mainly of farmlands, as agriculture is the main source of income for residents. Due to a lack 
of rain and subsequent poor harvests, people have a difficult time generating income. Many say ñsin lluvia, no hay 
mucha esperanza,ò meaning ñwithout rain, there is little hope.ò In a community where most depend on harvests for 
their livelihood, this saying holds significant weight. However, despite the high poverty and widespread health issues 
in the community, residents of La Jagua are welcoming, generous, and proud in the face of adversity. There is a 

strong spirit of cooperation between neighbors and 
friends.  
 
The youth in La Jagua have desired a court for a 
number of years since there are very few opportu-
nities for youth to have fun. To the dismay of 
mothers, children play on the unpaved roads. This 
is an inadequate space since there is a constant 
flow of speeding motorcycles and trucks that dis-
rupt games. Twenty youth play volleyball every-
day on the private property called a ñcincere,ò 
owned by an Association, where rice and corn is 
dried after a harvest. It is an inadequate play area 
since the cement is damaged and uneven. There 
are also cement blocks sticking from the ground at 
random locations that cause the children to trip.  
 
Youth have very few options to play sports in the 
community of La Jagua since the spaces to do so 
are sometimes non-existent. Depending on the sea-

son of the harvest, youth are allowed to play baseball and volleyball on borrowed lands. The community would ben-
efit at large from the construction of a court. Youth will now have a place to unlock their potential to have a healthier 
lifestyle. There would be a renewed faith in the youth to stay in their community instead of leaving for the capital. 
The court would be also act as a central community space where schools can finally have an adequate gym class. 

The current gym classes takes place in the marketplace, a very small 
space that cannot accommodate a full class. The students just stretch 
and a small group of students play baseball. With an actual court, 
students will be able to have space to learn new exercises and play a 
team sport such as basketball or volleyball. Families also will have a 
space to spend time 
with their children. 
The group of wom-
en who currently 
walk every morn-
ing would poten-
tially have the 
space to form an 
exercise group in 
the morning.  

 

 

 

 

Top pic: The youth overlooking the communityôs 
beautiful landscape. Bottom left: Traffic jam in La 
Jagua. Bottom right: The youth showing off their 
artwork. 


